From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: Jim Lockwood <jml@innercite.com> 

Subject: Re: 

Message-ID: <3.0.32.19970122103704.006cbf68@innercite. com> 


At , ng5t@gte.net, Multiple recipients of list wrote: 

>At 11:35 AM 1/22/97 -0600, Grant Youngman wrote: 

>>> Gee, I just described an SX-100! 

>>> And to think I passed up a nice recapped SX-100 at the Austin hamfest 
>>> for $100 (Ack!) 

>>> 

>>> Does anybody want to comment on the SX-100? 

>> 

>>Just make sure the operating table is SOLID :-) 


HA! Yes, this is good advice. The SX-100 is a very good receiver, but it 
has one glaring defect.... it is not mechanically stable at all. If you 
don't bump the table it's on, you'll never notice this, but if you do.. 
it's instant QSY! 


>> 

>> Hardly perfect, no product detector, but it 

>>has the same 50 kcps IF strip as the bigger brethren and I recall it 
>>working well enough on sideband. 


I've got three of these critters at the moment. One has the 1961 CQ 
magazine product detector mod (essentially the SX-101A PD) and it is the 
best of the bunch for sideband. xhoweverx The two that have only diode 
detectors are also very good on sideband; let me be clear about that. They 
are electrically stable and have plenty of selectivity to hear only the 
sideband you want. 


You won't go wrong buying and using an SX-100. 


73, 


Jim - km6nk 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: rlahlum@juno.com (Ross J Lahlum) 

Subject: RE: 45 tubes..I shudda pulled em. 

Message-ID: <19970122.200256.11598.2.rlahlum@juno.com> 


>a dump--I'll always remember giving the Majestic chassis's a heave with 
a 

>sigh. I shudda pulled the tubes, I shudda pulled the tubes. I do know 
>where they are buried. 


I think we can all remember articles we should've treated better. I have 
several ‘'shoulda's'. The Philco console my Uncle Ed gave me as a kid. 
Worked great - even had the 45rpm changer which is rare now. 

When we moved out of state, I pulled the tubes & put the radio out in the 
alley. 

Then there was the '30's cathedral radio my Aunt Therese gave me. Took 
too long to warm up, hummed & the line cord got hot so I took it all 
apart. 

I could go on, but it hurts too much to think about it. At least it 
makes me appreciate 

old radios more now that I'm older & wiser. 


73, 
Ross 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: w2ec@VNET.IBM.COM 

Subject: 811A recommendations for Collins 30L1 
Message-ID: <199701221329.HAA22132@uro.theporch. com> 


I'm sure it's been covered before, but, what are the best 811As to use to 
re-tube a 30L1? 


Just got a flyer from AES, they are listing Chinese 811A for $10. Any 
experience with these as far as the 30L1 is concerned (horizontal placement)? 
How about the Svetlana's for $20? Any other suggestions? 


73, Ray W2EC w2ec@vnet.ibm.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: Jim Lockwood <jml@innercite.com> 

Subject: Re: 811A recommendations for Collins 30L1 
Message-ID: <3.0.32.19970122060920 .006b1238@innercite. com> 


At 07:29 AM 1/22/97 -0600, you wrote: 

>I'm sure it's been covered before, but, what are the best 811As to use to 
>re-tube a 30L1? 

> 


>Just got a flyer from AES, they are listing Chinese 811A for $10. Any 
>experience with these as far as the 30L1 is concerned (horizontal placement)? 
>How about the Svetlana's for $20? Any other suggestions? 


I've had the following experiences with Chinese tubes, from which you can 
draw your own conclusions: 


6146: They fail with a spectacular flash. In one set, the failure took 
out the power supply diodes. I've had two of four fail this way. 


811A: I've got three of these that are Ameritron AL-811 pulls. Two work 
fine in my GSB-201 (along side two 'Murriken 811As). The third must have a 
Sagging grid structure....it's anode develops a cherry red spot at a 
ridiculously low plate current. 


6EA8: Works fine. I"ve used, oh, maybe three of these. They have worked 
fine. 


12AX7: I've got 5 of these. All exhibit gain that is too low for them to 
be used as microphone amplifiers. They might work OK as 12AU7s. 


I"ve got no first hand experience with the Svetlana tubes, but my sense is 
that these are about the best available. 


When you select some tubes for your 30L1 and have had some experience with 
them, good, bad or otherwise, how about posting a follow up to the list? 


73 and good luck, 


Jim - km6nk 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 

Subject: Re: 811A recommendations for Collins 30L1 
Message-ID: <19970122183438 .AAC19825@LOCALNAME> 


At 01:30 PM 1/22/97 +0000, you wrote: 

>I'm sure it's been covered before, but, what are the best 811As to use to 
>re-tube a 30L1? 

> 

>Just got a flyer from AES, they are listing Chinese 811A for $10. Any 
>experience with these as far as the 30L1 is concerned (horizontal placement)? 


>How about the Svetlana's for $20? Any other suggestions? 
> 

>73, Ray W2EC w2ec@vnet.ibm.com 

> 


>I wouldn't put the Chinese crap in my enemy's rig! The Svetlana Soviet 
jugs are good tubes. My experiances with the Red Chinese tubes is dismal! 
They are trash in my opinion. 


73 

E. V. Sandy Blaize, W5TVW 

"Boat Anchors collected, restored, repaired, traded and used!" 
417 Ridgewood Drive, 

Metairie, LA., 70001 

ebjr@worldnet.att.net 

*xLooking for: Hallicrafters SR-75, 860 tubesxx 

xxButternut HV2V antenna, G-R test gear.................-2-- KKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 

From: Jeffrey Herman <jherman@hawaii.edu> 

Subject: Re: 811A recommendations for Collins 30L1 
Message-ID: <Pine.GS0O.3.93.970122085954 .6423A-100000@uhunix3> 


On Wed, 22 Jan 1997, Sandy W5TVW wrote: 
> My experiances with the Red Chinese tubes is dismal! 
> They are trash in my opinion. 


Okay, who's willing to go on sabatical to China for one year to show 
them how to build a better tube? If we've got to rely on them for 
bottles let's teach them how to build good ones. 


Maybe someone in the group can start collecting statistical data on 
the tubes and forward the information along with suggestions to China. 


KH2PZ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: kizat@dsport.com 

Subject: Re: 811A recommendations for Collins 30L1 
Message-ID: <Pine.GS0O.3.95.970122213201 .21285F -100000@puff> 


Speaking of which 


On Wed, 22 Jan 1997, Jim Lockwood wrote: 


> I"ve got no first hand experience with the Svetlana tubes, but my sense is 
> that these are about the best available. 


Whatever happened to the "lot buy" of Svetlana tubes someone was 
heading up last year? I've no more about it since the initial 
feeler was put out. 


jd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Jim Lockwood <jml@innercite.com> 

Subject: Re: 811A recommendations for Collins 30L1 
Message-ID: <3.0.32.19970122192731.006b£b8c@innercite. com> 


At 08:34 PM 1/22/97 -0600, you wrote: 

> 

>Whatever happened to the "lot buy" of Svetlana tubes someone was 
>heading up last year? I've no more about it since the initial 
>feeler was put out. 


Hi JD, I'm the one who put out the feeler about the lot buy of 811a tubes. 
Short version: Svetlana wouldn't sell direct for the dollar figure 
involved. AES and RF Parts offered only token discounts from list. And my 
own situation changed to the point that I didn't have the headroom to 
follow up and negotiate for any better price from any of the sources. 


73, 

Jim - km6nk 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 

From: John <johnmb@mindspring.com> 

Subject: AES cotton covered wire by the foot 

Message-ID: <199701222302 .SAA61684@mule0.mindspring.com> 

At 03:41 PM 1/22/97 -0600, you wrote: 

>Anyway, if anyone has that AES catalog handy, what are the pricings for 
>that cotton covered wire, in sufficient quantity for a regenerator? 


>That would be 100 foot or 500 foot lots. 


"PUSH BACk" cloth covered wire 
NOS hookup wire. 22awg. Solid Black 0.19/ft 


#20 stranded covered with $6.50/50Ft roll. 
lacquered cotton braid 

closely resembles wire used 

in late 20s and 30s. 


Looks like that coilset would run you about $65 Bob! 
/John 
PS: Missed you at Frostfest! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: Ho4bart@aol.com 

Subject: book titles on (sorry) "spy radio" 

Message-ID: <970122003658_1578117960@emout14.mail.aol.com> 


i almost hate to use those 2 words cuz it seems people get 
unglued and irrational, like the effect some dumb word like 
"catalin" has on others. 

here are some titles you can maybe find if you have a 
fairly large used-book store in your metropolis: 


Two Eggs On My Plate Olsen, London 1952. Norwegian is 

trained in UK and infiltrates back into German occupied Norway; 
hides out and radios back info. couple photos of real basic radio, 
looks like 2 tube rec, 1 tube xmtr, like a ‘novice rig' from 1940s. 
there's a Book Club edition 1953 more common but no photos. 


Fighting Warsaw ( Minerva Press softcover, 1970s?) if you find 
the author name, please let me know! gripping reading, no 
fooling: hear a slow truck in the street, peer out the window 
above, panic and disconnect the radio sections in a rage, 
everyone grabs a part and tries to nonchalantly exit by ones 

or twos. nonfiction! 


and..... Kon Tiki by Thor Heyerdahl. he too was a Norwegian 
trained in clandestine radio in the UK. on this Pacific raft crossing 
he took with him the radio he was trained on, the famous 'B2'. 

really neat scene where they wash up on an island beach and 

the B2 comes slowly to life as it dries out. good ham radio 
connections. 


73 hue miller 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 


From: MEC <danmec@inet.uni-c.dk> 
Subject: Re: book titles on (sorry) "spy radio" 
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9701220924 .A965-0100000@inet.uni-c.dk> 


i almost hate to use those 2 words cuz it seems people get 
unglued and irrational, like the effect some dumb word like 
"catalin" has on others. 

here are some titles you can maybe find if you have a 
fairly large used-book store in your metropolis: 


Two Eggs On My Plate Olsen, London 1952. Norwegian is 

trained in UK and infiltrates back into German occupied Norway; 
hides out and radios back info. couple photos of real basic radio, 
looks like 2 tube rec, 1 tube xmtr, like a ‘novice rig' from 1940s. 
there's a Book Club edition 1953 more common but no photos. 


This is the so-called paraset". The one used by Oluf Reed Olsen is on 
display in a museum in my native Norway together with a lot fo other 
resistance gear, used by him and others. 


and..... Kon Tiki by Thor Heyerdahl. he too was a Norwegian 
trained in clandestine radio in the UK. on this Pacific raft crossing 
he took with him the radio he was trained on, the famous 'B2'. 

really neat scene where they wash up on an island beach and 

the B2 comes slowly to life as it dries out. good ham radio 
connections. 


VV VVV VV 


That is correct. The raft is on display in Oslo - but the radio was lost 
somewhere. I asked the operator before he passed way. We were together ona 
Nort Pole expedition in 1964, when he sadly died of heart failure just 

off Ellesmere land in Canadian artic. 


73 Rag oz8ro la5She 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: Bob Reynolds <breynold@sigg.com> 

Subject: Capacitor voltage rating 

Message-ID: <97Jan22.134140cst.19639@firewall.sigg.com> 


Can anyone tell me what plate spacing I need on a variable cap 
in a tuner to handle 100 watts. This may also see some fairly 
high SWR's before being matched. 


73. Red K5VOL 


breynold@sigg.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: "Joseph J. Curry" <71407.1774@CompuServe. COM> 

Subject: Chinese 811s and Other Fireworks 

Message-ID: <970122232514 71407 .1774_FHV74-1@CompuServe. COM> 


Regarding the question of using Chinese 811As in a Collins 30L-1, I wouldn't do 
it. My experience with Chinese tubes is marginal with the tubes in the vertical 
position. The thought of using them in the horizontal position (as the 30L-1) 
is very scary. There are a couple of problems these tubes which entail both 
structural design and quality problems. The first is that the grid support 
stucture is inadequate for horizontal operation. They WILL sag and they WILL 
short. Secondly, the tubes plate structure has a tendency to be marginally 
outgassed. It is hard to tune a 30L-1 without a little "Supplemental glow" from 
the plates. This will liberate enough gas to cause a problem. Don't get me 
wrong; they are not all this way. You just have a statistically high chance of 
getting at least one gassy tube with a quad of 811s in a 30L-1. 


The bottom line for me is the old Fram filter line: you can pay me now or you 
can pay me later. $10 811s are bad economy; the risk of losing your rectifier 
stack is very high. To those who have recommended Svetlana, I second the 
recommendation. These tubes are well made and the QC is excellent. For another 
$10 a pop, that's what I would do. 


With regard to "helping them build better tubes", I can presume the comments 
were tongue-in-cheek. The way the market system works is that those who produce 
crap, go out of business because nobody will buy it....and rightly so. The 
Russians had this problem and fixed it. They even turned around a poor quality 
image. My hat is off to them. The Russians didn't improve their image by 
reducing the price of their tubes. Neither will the Chinese. What I'd really 
like to see is Svetlana making 6146s and/or 813s! Unfortunately, there are still 
too many of these on the surplus market to interest them, but it would be great 
if they would do so before we wake up one morning and find that the surplus of 
tubes has vanished. 


If you really want to splurge and have a set of tubes that your heirs will 
appreciate, replace the 811As with 572Bs. They won't be giving off much of a 
"suplemental glow" during tuneup. They are $60 a piece, however. You won't get 
any more watts out of them (the power supply in a 30L-1 is the limiting factor) 
but the increase in plate dissipation from 260 watts total (65 X 4) to 640 watts 
total (160 X 4) gives one a certain security. 


My bottom line recommendation is that the most economical solution, all things 


considered, is 4 Svetlana 811As. They last pretty long and an $80 re-tubing of a 
500+ watt amplifier is a pretty good deal. You can buy three sets of these for 
what you'd pay for 1 set of 572Bs. But then again, I have never seen a 572B with 
a hole burnt in the plate! Just watch those tuneups. 


Hope this is helpful in your decision. 
73, 


Joe 

K3ICO 

"the guy who found his modulation transformer and built a big amp" as he is 
known to some on the list. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Tom Norris <badger@telalink.net> 

Subject: Chinese 811s and Other Fireworks 

Message-ID: <3.0.32.19970122183617 .00686c18@telalink.net> 


I would just like to give my testimony on the Chinese 8111's. 

I got a set for my old 30L1 a while back, and while installing them 

I noticed a bit move movement inside the tube than were in the GE 

tubes they replaced (1963 date code, and just getting gassy). 

I put them in anyway just to see what they would do - $40 is not that 
expensive an experiment, I didnt think. 

In a spectical of light and sound that would rival any large Fourth of July 
celebration here in the States, 3 out of the four let go an once when 

I jarred the desk to set down a small printer for the computer. I just 
barely jarred it! One of the tubes shattered (V-4 inside, bottom), and in 
those fleeting milliseconds as I awaited the fuse to let go, it had taken out 
several rectifier dioded, smoked the grid resistors of the tubes that went, 
exploded C-10 and CR-20 in the bias supply and filled the room with smoke. 


I had the parts to repair the unit, and did so the next day. And promptly 
procured 4 Wesinghouse (or GE) tubes NIB from a friend across town. 


Svetlana tubes are every bit as good as US made, and well worth the 
bux, unless you just HAVE to have a Varian/Eimac tube for your RF 
needs.... I have a set of Svetlana 8560A's in a Motorola 45Mhz station 
at work that have been in continuous service for about a year, with no 
noticable degradation beyond normal aging - and with power output that 
is IDENTICAL to my stations that are running Varian/Eimac tubes. 


Another story on Chinese tubes -- a few years ago, Motorola tried to 


cut costs/moximize profit by dropping Varian as the sorce of the 8560A 
used in the Micor high power station. Went to a "no name" Chinese model. 
xALL* failed within 6 months, some lasting as little as a week. We retubed 
a dozen stations with these tubes before we noticed a problem. Most failed 
by loss of integrity of the the ceramic! They literally snapped in two, 
shorting 

the anode to some ground path as they went, and almost all taking out the 
plate 

choke and frying the screen supply regulator in the process. We were lucky 
to a degree - while Motorola DID replace the tubes with Eimac, and eventually 
drop the Chinese source, we still had several stations to fix. 


That being said, I cannot with good conscience, recommend any power 

tube produced in China. I xcanx say if you stick with Varian, or Svetlana, 
you should more than likely have very good luck and long tube life if used 
as designed. 


Just my opinion. 


Visit my web site with info on military communications gear: 
HTTP: //telalink.net/~badger/millist/index.html 


Am in the middle of reorginazing this page, so if you see any 
glaring (or not) errors, lemme know! 


KKK KKK KIKI A KIKI IK IAI IK IK IKI IK I IK IKI IK IKI IK III IKI IK IK 
Tom Norris KA4RKT 

badger@telalink.net Nashville, Tennessee, USA 
thermionic@techie.com 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: mirage!pamars@uucp-1.csn.net (P.A.Marshall) 
Subject: Re: Comments needed on 28VDC for R-392 
Message-ID: <9701221229.AA09765@mirage> 


Tom Norris writes: 

> 

> The R-392 brings filament and plate out via seperate pins on the power 

> connector. Just connect the 28-32 volts plate to the plate input and 22-24 
> volts filament to the filament input. 

Correct, in fact with just a little work you can use AC on the heaters 

and save quite a bit of work on your supply, then you only need 28 to 40 
volts at under 0.5 amp DC for the plates. The AC work involved is the 
lifting of one end of the ant. relay coil, I think that was all I did 


to mine. Someone did some work on performance of the 392 vs plate 
voltage and, as I remember the results, plate voltages of over 35 volts 
did not result in much more improvement. 


Al Marshall "Real Radios Glow in the Dark" almarshall@acm.org 
14+219.665.5072 Mirage Computers, Inc. pamars@mirage.angola.in.us 
"The lyf so short, the craft so long to lerne." - Chaucer 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: BEN NOCK <106312.1035@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Detector vans.... 

Message-ID: <199701221404_MC2-FC2-BC9D@compuserve.com> 


That's certainly an interesting experiment and brings something else to mind. 
Years ago, I heard that broadcasters collected TV ratings by sending fleets 
of vans into suburban neighbourhoods. The vans were equipped with a VHF RDF 
set and it was sensitive enough to pick up the signal from the local 
oscillator in the TV tuner. From this, it could be determined which channel 
was being viewed. 

Is this really true? 

Regards, 


At last, a topic I can contribute to (not having a 390, 392, KWM2 or 
Valient makes it hard !) 


In good old England, Jerry, we have just such vans which tour the 

streets, detecting tv's inside houses, checking on their lists, and if you dont 
have a tv licence, they come and kick your door in and haul you 

off to the cooler. And thats legal over here. They are government vans. 


There's nothing new about radiation. From the mouth of a 
merchant seaman during the war, they were ordered to 
switch of receivers between listening times, to stop 
detection by enemy ships (subs). And I see little reason 
to doubt his word. 


Long live freedom.Well, it must live somewhere ! Do you really pay 
all those tax's over there, just to carry a cruddy bit of metal across 
your boarder ? Why do you put up with it ? 


Cheers all. Ben G4BXD 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: "JOHN A. KING (WATABI)" <JAK@SUD2.ED.RAY.COM> 
Subject: DF'ing LO radiation - "Spy Catcher" 
Message-ID: <O1IEIB7TLI5U8WW64T@SUD2.ED.RAY.COM> 


I heartily second J. Lee Smith's recommendation of the book 

"Spy Catcher." Although only tangentially related to boatanchors, 
it does go into a bit of detail on DF'ing receiver L.O. signals. 
The Brits code named the technology 'Rafter', and refined it 

to the point that they could monitor the recovered audio that 
the target receiver was listening to by demodulating the tiny 
amount of FM on the L.O. 


Don't take my word for it - read the book. It offers a fascinating 
insider's view into the cold war intelligence community. It was 
(and might still be) banned in the U.K. Sorry that I can't cite 
the author; my copy was loaned out and never returned. 


73, 
John King WA1ABI 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: "Lon W. Cottingham" <k5jv@swweb.net> 

Subject: Digital PTO 

Message-ID: <32E635FA.5DF9@swweb.net> 


Paul and All, 


I understand and appreciate your feelings about the individuality of 
the old rigs. 


Because of their inherent aging problem, these PTO's have a fairly 
predictable file span. Perhaps I should say "useful life span" because 
they will continue to function but will be virtually useless because of 
extreme loss of dial accuracy. Many of the earlier units have already 
aged far beyond the limits of the built in adjustments. I have two 5134 
PTO's on my workbench at this time that suffer from this condition. 
Removing turns from the end spread coil to extend the useful life of 
these units has been standard practice for many years. But, there are 
just so many turns that can be removed. The loss of PTO linearly 
associated with this process is another large negative. It is only a 


matter time until these PTO's age beyond control. 


My thought is to replace the L/C mechanism inside the PTO with a 
digital device, nothing more. I would use the existing display and gear 
train to drive an optical interrupter to change frequency over the 
required range in 1 Hz steps. Offset is not a problem because it is not 
a function of the PTO in these rigs as it is in the KWM-II, S-Line, and 
later rigs. The dial shift from band to band will remain because this 
is a function of the HFO, not the PTO. I do not want to change this 
because this is an inherent part of the radio. The hairline dial 
adjustment should take care of this minor variation easily. If this 
shift becomes excessive, a new set of HFO crystals from International 
Crystal might be in order. 


I have no desire to change the radio. My only thought is to extend its 
useful life. 


73 de Lon, K5JV 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: 4CX250B@miavx1.acs.muohio.edu 

Subject: Re: Digital PTO 

Message-ID: <v03007802af0c043b488d@[134.53.5.143]> 


> Because of their inherent aging problem, these PTO's have a fairly 
>predictable file span. Perhaps I should say "useful life span" because 
>they will continue to function but will be virtually useless because of 
>extreme loss of dial accuracy. Many of the earlier units have already 
>aged far beyond the limits of the built in adjustments. 

> 

>73 de Lon, K5JV 


Hi Lon, 


I don't quite understand this point, probably because I don't know much 
about PTOs. What is their inherent aging problem? Presumably, the tuned 
inductor doesn't age (unless the core material decomposes), so the only 
remaining frequency-determining components would be capacitors. If they get 
leaky or drift with age, then why couldn't one simply replace them? Are 
PTOs sealed so securely that one can't take them apart without destroying 
them? 


Jim W8ZR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 

From: Karan Lee Carruth <klccarru@tenet.edu> 

Subject: Re: Digital PTO 

Message-ID: <Pine.OSF.3.91.970122133735.3204C-100000@francis.tenet.edu> 


This is just a query from a mechanical engineer, but what is inside of a 


Seems like a coil would not age - it's just wire. The mechanical 
tracking mechanism should not age. (it might wear but that should be 
slight compared to what I recall as the adjustment range. 


Capacitors, tubes and resistors can be replaced. Wires don't age, 
although the insulation might. 


I recall opening PTOs on radios that I had years ago and recalibrating 
them. It was tedious but not a big problem. 


What gives? 


Best regards, 


Lenox 


Lenox Carruth, WA50VG 
Dallas, Texas 
klccarru@tenet.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Stephan Sykes <ssykes@emirates.net.ae> 

Subject: RE: Digital PTO 

Message-ID: <01BC08C5.1B972100@csf086.emirates.net.ae> 


On BA's, who cares that the frequency is exactly on. That is why I don't 
wear a digital watch. We have become too concerned with "exact". Close 

enough is ok. The joy of using a piece of equipment that is "older than 

dirt" and has heard History is worth a small amount of inaccuracy. 


Steve 


From: Lon W. Cottingham[SMTP:k5jv@swweb. net] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 1997 1:44 PM 
Subject: Digital PTO 


Paul and All, 


>I understand and appreciate your feelings about the individuality of the 
old rigs. 


>It is only a matter time until these PTO's age beyond control. 


73 de Lon, K5JIV 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: "Greg Parsons A.K.A. Rat" <gregp@mis.net> 

Subject: dow keys & wtb 

Message-ID: <2.2.32.19970122203449 .009480e4@pop.mis.net> 


Well gang, 

I have been watching this today, and decided that maybe it would beat the 
hand switch I use <g>. So if anyone has a dow key relay that is good at 
50Mc. for about 100Qw AM drop me a line. I know my Seneca and Clegg will 
thank you. 


73, 

Greg 

ke4ooo 

| Greg Parsons KE4000 gregp@mis.net gregp@lfucg.com 

| AMI 4865 DoD 862 Who has the coffee? Better yet, who has the Ale8one? | 
| NRA Life, SCCA, SCA http: //www.stdio.com/~gregp http: //www.lfucg.com | 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: Spencer Petri <spetri@e-tex.com> 

Subject: Dow Relay Prices 

Message-ID: <mOvn90i-00015uC@e-tex. com> 


Fellow Scroungers, 


A reasonable price for Dow relays, in good shape, would be $10-$15. I've 
bought them for low as $1 within the last few years at swap meets but I did 
give $30 for three of them from a ham who advertised in the yellow sheets. 


If I was in a big bind and didn't have time to look around I might consider 
paying more. 


73 de Pete WA5JCI 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: ARONGV@aol.com 

Subject: Dow-Key Prices 

Message-ID: <970122145413_782560783@emout10.mail.aol.com> 


Hi Gang: 


Just saw another post on Dow-Key prices. ugh! But I finally couldn't resist 
jumping in. 


As resourceful as BA guys are, I'm surprised that this little relay should 
cause such a raucus. 


I never have any trouble finding them a swap meets. And if I get desperate, I 
do what anyone should do, I advertise my needs when I have other needs to 
justify an ad. 


Most guys want about $35 when responding to ads. But I hold off and ALWAYS 
get a few at $15 to $20. I never pay more than that, but I guess it depends 
on your needs/urgency. (It always pays to have patience.) 


I'm not a dealer, just a guy who finds lots of pleasure restoring BAs and 
putting them back into circulation. When I sell a BA xmtr, I ALWAYS tape a 
Dow-Key to it with no charge. I always figure the rig will need one, and no 
sense keeping it inactive for the lack of one. 


Good will pays off....sometimes. Got a couple of guys who bought from me with 
the free relay, and they eventually sent me something they knew I was looking 
for...also free. 


The bottom line is that if you have the urgent need and you have deep 
pockets, by all means, pay from $35 to $150. I'll stick to my ads and swap 


meets for a heck of a lot less. 


Anyway, the chase is half the fun, for me. And, as so often should be the 


case, try negotiating the price. You can always find a better deal. 


bitch, advertise. 

Good hunting! 

73s De Ron/Wo@IZ Kansas City 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: djhutch@concentric.net 

Subject: Drake Gear Wanted to buy or trade for... 


Message-ID: <32E65383.9D4@concentric.net> 


I am looking for the following Drake gear. I have a Hallicrafters 
HT-32B and Johnson KW matchbox as trade bait, or will pay cash 


T-4 receiter (no VFO) 

MN-2000 matchbox 

1A receiver 

2AQ, 2CQ Q multipliers 

2LF converter 

2NB, 4NB, 5NB noise blankers 

C-4 Console 

AL-4 loop antenna 

Any help would be appreciated in locating these pieces. 
Please e mail your reply. 

73's 

Dave Hutchison K9HT 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 


Subject: Electrolytic Sale 
Message-ID: <199701221337 .FAA13315@kim.teleport.com> 


Don't 


You may recall that I offered a bunch (91) NOS electrolytics for sale for $4 
each plus shipping on here about a month ago. I was deluged with requests 
for my list and had to withdraw the offer because I offered them on a first 
come, first served basis and I could see where I could easily get 10 checks 
for each cap and have to spend lots of time and money just making refunds. 
Anyway, I withdrew the offer so I could figure out a better way. 


Later, I cleared out 35 of the caps to a local, bringing my stock down to a 
more manageable 56 caps and offered them again, but this time I asked for 
bids (minimum bid $5 each, I pay the postage). Bids closed on January 20 
after a two week window. 


Guess what? I did not get ONE SINGLE BID, even for $5!! I guess you guys 
just don't like the bid process. So I still have 56 NOS electrolytics that 
I will keep on my shelf to remind me that I definitely do not understand the 
psychology of the buying and selling process of the BA net. Since Jack 
recently reminded us that buying and selling is NOT the focus of this list, 
I will try to stay on topic and not offer these for sale again. 


I know Jack's feelings about focusing on buying and selling. I don't think 
I do that, but it is the only way I know of the get rare parts and pieces 
properly spread around so that more BAS can be restored. Restoring BAs is 
really the name of the game, and I think we all know that. But obtaining 
the parts to do it seems to be half of the job and I believe the "buying and 
selling" process is key to that and it seems to be a "necessary evil". 


As an old salesman (Tektronix Field Engineer), I used to hear "nothing 
happens until you sell something" all the time. There is a LOT of truth to 
that. Think about it. 


Stan w7ni@teleport.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: don merz <71333.144@CompuServe.COM> 

Subject: ER, Ostermann Ramblings 

Message-ID: <970122184523_71333.144_DHB84-1@CompuServe.COM> 


Electric Radio is a great magazine. No BA lover could argue the point. But 
if I had to choose, I'm not sure it would be my first choice. Since my 
interests tend toward 30's gear and early WWII military, I don't often 

get the most out of ER's content. Of course, Barry just prints the 
submissions he gets and I'm sure if I sent him some articles he would 

print them so maybe I have only myself to blame. But still, my first 

choice might be the AWA Old Timer's Bulletin. The downside there is that 

it is only quarterly and that might not be often enough to get my BA "fix." 


But I'd rather reread an old AWA OTB than read another one of those ER 
articles on "how I finally found a modulation transformer and built my 
big amp." That story has been over-used for sure... 

Picky, picky, I know... 


I have kind of the same beef with Ostermann's book and I'm voting against 

it by withholding my $$. Don't get me wrong, I'm sure it is a great book. 

But a book on receivers that starts at 1945? Hell, that's just about where all 
the interesting stuff that was being discovered about receiving radio waves 
ended! I suppose it's just sour grapes since he left out the period that 

I am most interested in... 


Right now I am reading the history of GE during WWII called "Men and Volts 
At War." It has very little radio in it but still makes for quality 
realaxation in the evening. 


73, Don 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: Eugene Rippen <soundval@foothill.net> 

Subject: Re: ER, Ostermann Ramblings 

Message-ID: <32E67964.1E9B@foothill.net> 


don merz wrote: 

> 

> Electric Radio is a great magazine. No BA lover could argue the 
point. > But if I had to choose, I'm not sure it would be my first 
choice. 

> Since my interests tend toward 30's gear and early WWII military, I 
> don't often get the most out of ER's content. 


That is why I like ER, it is not full of Military Gear information. I 
am mostly interested in non-military gear. 


Different strokes for different folks. 


Yes, Barry is limited to the contributed articles. I would like to see 
more articles concerning such as: Substituting Modulation 
Transformers, 

Variable Capacitors, Eldico SSB-100 (or was there an article?), GPR-90, 
Old Home Brew Triode Xmtrs (using 26's, 10's, 27's, 45's etc), just a 
few suggestions. Are there some talented ones out there to write such? 


(However, I have to admit, I would like to become better informed on 
Military Gear. Maybe if I was not so ignorant about it, I would have 


greater interest.) 


Eugene Rippen. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: jkh@lexis-nexis.com (John Heck) 

Subject: FS: Dynamotor Brushes? 

Message-ID: <9701221932.AA10178@beans. lexis-nexis.com> 


Folks, 
I have a package of Brush and spring assemblies which I believe to be for some 
kind of dynamotor. The package reads: 


Receiver Equipment - Model RDR 

Manufacturor - Radio Corporation of America 
Brush and Spring assem. 

Symbol #D-801 A & B 

Army Stock No. 3H550-26 


I have 3 sets of these and will send a set to anybody who wants them for $5 which 
oughta cover getting them packed up and shipped out. Let me know if you want a 
set. 

If I'm wrong about these maybe somebody will let me know what kind of receiver 
gear they are for. Thanks. 

Regards, 

John Heck, KC8ETS 

1009 Donson Drive 

Dayton, Ohio 45429 

(513) 865-7036 (work) 

jkh@lexis-nexis.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: rhys@ix.netcom.com (Lawrence D. Walken) 

Subject: FS: Hallicrafters & Central Electronics 
Message-ID: <199701222216.0AA15857@dfw-ix3.ix.netcom.com> 


For sale: -- 
Hallicrafters HT-32 -- $250 


Central Electronics MM-2 Multiphase RF Analyzer (scope) -- $125 
Both pieces are very nice -- near mint condition inside and out 


Larry Wolken N30JD 


(202) 291-9303 
Washington DC 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Eugene Rippen <soundval@foothill.net> 

Subject: FS: Natl. HFS, Twoer, S38's 

Message-ID: <32E6D2AB.3E1D@foothill.net> 


For Sale: 


NATIONAL HFS with all coils, without P.S. Works. Coils pins need 
cleaning. Looks are a 6 on a 10 scale. $95 
HEATHKIT "Twoer" HW30. Works. Looks are an 8 on a 10 scale. Includes 


Mic. But, the looks of the Mic are a 2 on a 10 scale. Works. 
$40 
HALLICRAFTERS S38B. Works. Looks are an 8 on a 10 scale. The band 
spread needs a deal cord. $40 
HALLICRAFTERS S38D. Works. Looks are a 7 on a 10 scale; but, face 
section around the dial has been re-painted, over the name. 
$35 
WESTON AC VOLTMETER, Model 155, Latest patent is dated 10/4/98. 
Has two ranges - 30Qvac and 600vac. The 300V works, but the 600V 
does 
not. Probably an open resister. In a wood case. The wood is good, but 
it needs refinishing, as the varnish krinkled. 
$30 OBO. 


All prices are plus shipping. 
Please state your ZIP code address when inquiring. 


Eugene Rippen, 105 Donnington, Auburn, CA 95603 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Tim Richardson <tim@america.net> 

Subject: Re: FS: Natl. HFS, Twoer, S38's 

Message-ID: <2.2.32.19970123031254 .008d2c9c@pop.america.net> 
At 08:53 PM 1/22/97 -0600, Eugene Rippen wrote: 


>WESTON AC VOLTMETER, Model 155, Latest patent is dated 10/4/98. 


Wow! Sort of like Back to the Future. Now we're collecting things that are 
yet to be produced, hi! :-) 


Tim Richardson WB4HZT Acworth, GA <tim@america.net> http://www.america.net/~tim/ 


"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to relive it."-Santayana 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: SKIPPERM@MTC.MID.TEC.SC.US 

Subject: GOJO 

Message-ID: <970122125651.20800ebd@MTC.MID.TEC.SC.US> 


Make sure you get the GOJO without pumice, especially if you are cleaning 
plastic or painted surfaces. You want to clean it not sand it. 

I use it on all surfaces does an excellent job. I also test first on 

a hidden portion of the equipment. 


Skip 
email skipperm@mtc.mid.tec.sc.us 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: BOB/WBOAUQ <brainbol@idir.net> 

Subject: Re: GoJo Rides Again 

Message-ID: <32E5A6BA. 3FB5@idir.net> 


I second the hand-cleaner stuff. Use Permatex DL (blue label) 

here. The XYL has been using it to clean dolls for years (plastic, 
composition, china, etc.) with excellent results. Figgered if it 

dont hurt some of those delicate surfaces outta be ok for the ‘anchors. 
Cuts the dirt, grease, nicotine, etc. off and polishes to a nice lustre. 
Also has lanolin so good for the hands. 


73, Bob brainbol@idir.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 

Subject: Re: Hall of Shame? 

Message-ID: <19970122050130.AAA14486@LOCALNAME> 


At 01:26 AM 1/22/97 +0000, you wrote: 

>> 

>>> I've noticed that there are alot of folks on the list who don't care for 
>>>Hallicrafters because of their lack of gain or whatever.. 

>>>Just my .04 worth, 

>>> 

>>>Bill 

>>>AC4LC 

>> 

>Really? That's not been my experience, though I certainly haven't sampled 


>all that many Hallicrafters. I've checked out my S-20R, SX-101, SX-115 and 
>SX-117 very carefully, and they all have scads of gain -- even the old 
>S-20R. In fact, if I had to fault most of the receivers, it would be that 
>they had too much gain. 


I think the BIG objection I used to hear in the past was: "They are 
built real cheap". This was a common complaint by the Hallicrafters 
"dislikers" in the 50's and 60's. I think one of the best Hallicrafters 
receivers I have ever used, for what was in it, was the S-76. I always 
looked on it as kind of a "Super S-40". Back then, hams on a budget, 
invariably would be using the S-40 series. It WAS a lot of receiver for the 
money. It's competition, the National NC-57 never seemed as popular. For 
hams a bit more affluent, the Hammerlund HQ-129X was king. For a while it 
seemed like EVERYONE had a Johnson Viking 1 or 2 and an S-40 or HQ-129X! As 
a high school kid, I couldn't afford either! I finally bought a nice used 
NC-125 for $60! 

° The S-76 was vastly superior to the S-40 and was the first to use 
the 50 khz dual conversion IF scheme. Hallicrafters carried the S-76 
lineage into their most expensive sets including the SX-88. 

I also remember that when the Drake 2A came out, everyone thought 
that it was "Super Mickey Mouse", "made from cheap TV parts", "tinny 
looking"...which it was in comparison to everything else. It made 
Hallicrafters corner cutting look good! But it worked and was stable! It 
was the answer to those who weren't doctors or lawyers and couldn't afford 
the Collins 75A- line! 

Like all things, some people like the "Halliscratcher" line, some 
loved National, 
some swore by Hammerlunds, some said Collins was the only one who made a 
REAL receiver. Same thing applies to cars Fords vs. Chevys, Lincolns vs. 
Caddies etc! 

It boils down to "different strokes for different folks!" 


13% 

E. V. Sandy Blaize, W5TVW 

"Boat Anchors collected, restored, repaired, traded and used!" 
417 Ridgewood Drive, 

Metairie, LA., 70001 

ebjr@worldnet.att.net 

*xLooking for: Hallicrafters SR-75, 860 tubesxx 

xxButternut HV2V antenna, G-R test gear.................-2-- KKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: Mike Toneri <toneri@ils.net> 

Subject: Re: Hall of Shame? 

Message-ID: <199701221017 .FAAQ6677@server1.ils.net> 


At 06:46 PM 1/21/97 -0600, Bill Wilson wrote: 

> The SX-101A in the hall of shame? Well if performance is the item to 
>judge the old horse better dump all those old Nationals into the Hall of 
>Shame too...Me, I like BA's that look like BA's...That old 183D? Deaf asa 
>post but what it (and all of the other good looking rigs) lacks in 
>performance it makes up in the way it looks and feels... 

> I've noticed that there are alot of folks on the list who don't care for 
>Hallicrafters because of their lack of gain or whatever...But they are all 
>fine sets, some better than others, just don't throw the baby out with the 
>bathwater, besides my SX-73 will make most Collins/Drakes run for the hills. 
> 

>Just my .04 worth, 

> 

>Bill 

>ACA4LC 


Same thing with my SX115, since I re-aligned it with a good sig gen and a 
spectrum analyzer. 
. .Mike 


KKK AIK KKK KK III KIKI III KIKI III KIKI III III IK III IIIA IK 
Mike & Lynda Toneri E-mail: toneri@ils.net 
KKK AIK KKK KIKI KI KIKI II KIKI IKI IKI III KIKI AKIRA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: Richard Hager <rhager@millcomm.com> 

Subject: Re: HELP with ancient tv 

Message-ID: <32E5BFE7.6631@millcomm.com> 


A couple of observations on the ancient TV.... 


A) Carbon Resistors: These do NOT like HV. They are non-linear with 
applied voltage over about 200v. The resistance can rise quite 
dramatically. I think around 25-30% with 1kv applied. 


Perhaps the 2 watters can handle 3 or 400 before being affected, but if 
precision is important, always build a string that limits the V on each R 
to about 200. Metal films are not subject to this problem. 


B) Flybacks: These tend to form leakage paths internally (under the 
coating). They'll ohm out good, but will load down the horiz output when 
running, and eventually burn up. Someone (Sencore?) made a flyback 
analyzer at one time that tested them with voltage and load applied. 

This instrument worked pretty well for catching the weird ones. 


While an original may be impossible to find, I wouldn't give up hope 


before looking. Many of the tubes coming on the market now are from TV 
shops closing down. They're throwing boxes of other stuff into 
dumpsters, that is just too difficult to find buyers for. Check an OLD 
TV shop and you just might find what you're looking for. 


C) Guess: I have not tried this myself, but in thinking about it, I'm 
not sure it'd be that difficult to retrofit a different flyback into the 
set. This is basically a semi-resonant switching power supply. 


You may need to vary the cap values in the ckt to get the new one on 
resonance. And you may have some issues with width and linearity to 
solve. But just about any flyback made for a similar sweep tube should 
be adaptable. Again, only a semi-educated guess. 


D) Crazy Idea: The vast majority of old flybacks, and new ones too for 
that matter, are wound on 'U' cores. These are two U halves, that 
generally come apart easily. If glued, a heat gun will generally loosen 
them. BE CAREFUL! Ferrite cores are incredibly fragile. A little too 
much force will crack ‘em. 


The crazy idea is to rewind the sucker. Yes, a lot of turns of very fine 
wire. But if you have a lathe, with a known RPM, it might not be too 
bad. Just a thought. Hey, the whole job is a labor of love, right? 
What's one more painful 3 week piece to the project? 


D) A schematic is a must for this kind of work. That should be your 
first step. 


E) Caps: Note that some caps in the Horiz/HV ckt carry considerable 
ripple current. NOT all film caps are rated for such service. This 
caused enough fires that more recent sets have warning stickers all over 
the set and manual marking certain parts as ‘exact replacement only'. 


Be sure when you replace these parts that you use film caps rated 
specifically for heavy duty pulse service. WIMA makes several excellent 
lines for this application. 


F) Hidden Fuses: Many sets have wire-lead fuses buried on/under the 
chassis somewhere for the horiz B+ etc.. Very first thing to do is check 
the H ckt for B+, and go from there. 


I hope this helps a little. It's been 25 yrs since I've worked on a tube 
TV so I don't remember it all. Good luck and be careful! 


Richard 


Richard Hager 


Ah-ha! Design Group, Inc. - 
Precision CNC Technology, since 1991 - 
612-641-1797, Fax: 612-641-8681 = 
"I just like to make things" So. 
.please call Ah-ha! directly for CNC info - 
niche beonimcanrs ~ahha email: ahha@millcomm.com - 


++ ttt it 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: Dan Kerl <dlkerl@ro.com> 

Subject: Re: HELP with ancient tv 

Message-ID: <32E676A1.61CF@ro.com> 


Richard Hager wrote: 

> 

> A couple of observations on the ancient TV.... 
<snip> 


> 

> The crazy idea is to rewind the sucker. Yes, a lot of turns of very fine 
> wire. But if you have a lathe, with a known RPM, it might not be too 

> bad. Just a thought. Hey, the whole job is a labor of love, right? 

> What's one more painful 3 week piece to the project? 

<snip> 


Most flybacks in these old televisions use universal wind coils, done 
with some fine gauge of cloth-served wire. I don't know if it's litz 
wire or not. I would have a great deal of trouble winding a coil 
like that by hand. It might be possible to locate a winder, but I've 
been looking for one of these for a while with no luck. 


Lindsay publications has plans for a universal coil winder, but it 
uses a round cam, which means that the winding pitch is not constant 
across the length of the coil. I'm not convinced that this is correct. 


Dan Kerl 
dlkerl@ro.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 

From: Stefan A Schulz <sas1757@tntech.edu> 

Subject: I need a 16Khz mech filter for R-390A. 

Message-ID: <Pine.PMDF.3.91.970122103452 .539032826A-100000@tntech. edu> 


BA Gang, 


I am restoring a R-390A and need a 16Khz mech filter as the one in my 
unit is kaputt. So if anyone has little filter that needs nice home ina 
good rig let me know. I don't really want to buy an IF unit from Fair 
because my IF is so nice and clean and other wise fully functioning. I 
will pay any reasonable sum plus handling. 


Thanks, 


Stefan Schulz 
Tennessee Tech Univ. 
Cookeville TN 38505 
SAS1757@tntech. edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: ARONGV@aol.com 

Subject: Info Needed Correction 

Message-ID: <970122132416_441981588@emout06.mail.aol.com> 


Sorry Guys: 


I should have checked the spelling of that 1938 receiver I was asking about. 
I know, with my spelling you'd probably say there never was such a beast! My 
computer doesn't spell-check BA names. 


The correct spelling is Sargent. Bear with me. 


Ron WoOIZ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: "Don Buska" <d.buska@aaiate.com> 

Subject: Manuals FS - Star Roamer & T-599A 

Message-ID: <97Jan22.082207cst.15390-2@gateway.aaiate.com> 


I have a couple of manuals For Sale that are no longer of any use to me. 


1. Knight-Kit Star Roamer Assembly Manual (Original) 
- Contains: 

Assembly steps and diagrams (also large removable view 
page). 

Alignment Instructions 

Operating Instructions 

Service Hints 

Parts List 

Schematic 


The manual cover comes off due to breakage from the staples that 
bind it together. Other than that it is in very good shape. 


$10.00 plus $2.00 Shipping & Hasseling 


2. Kenwood T-599A Transmitter Service Manual (Original) 
- Contains: 
Trouble Shooting and Alignment 
PC Board Layouts 
Parts List 
Block and Schematic Diagrams 
This manual is also in very good condition. It has been punched 
(3 hole) and is 37 pages. Funny the cover states SSB Transceiver 
even though this is only a transmitter. 


$10.00 plus $2.00 Shipping & Hasseling 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


** ** 
Kk Don Buska N900 (EN62bo) Principal Engineer Kk 
** d.buska@aaiate.com Advantest America Inc. Kk 
** Kenosha, Wisconsin Buffalo Grove, IL ** 
** (414) 654-0072 (847) 821-3393 ** 
Kk fax (847)634-2872 Kk 
** ** 
xk ARRL-LM AWA AMI CCA QCWA CSVHFS NTMS ** 
** ** 
** Wants: Transmitters by Thordarson, Stancor, UTC and ** 
xk other transformer companies. *k 
** Receiver: National NC-101XA w/speaker ** 
Kk Magazines: 73 Mag's from 1960/61/62 kk 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: lsmith <ckvnfm@mb.sympatico.ca> 

Subject: More RX Radiation 

Message-ID: <32E5A80D.6977@mb.sympatico.ca> 


Regarding the detection of low powered oscillators from aircraft, 
remember that you can hear a weak signal a VERY long way from inside an 
aircraft. I ama Civil Aviation Inspector for the Canadian equivalent 
of the US FAA...called Transport Canada here, and have been called in to 
be pilot-in-command on a couple of search flights where CATV leakage was 


disrupting aeronautical communications frequencies. The actual leakage 
was due to an improperly installed connector on one of the CATV trunk 
lines...and the signal level was so small that the CATV folks didn't 
notice a deterioration in service in the area, so this was not a major 
break in system integrity. I was able to hear that "TX" for almost a 10 
mile radius from a few thousand feet in the terminal area. 


I mention that only to show that it doesn't take an airplane circling at 
a "couple of hundred feet" to do this type of work. 


Jack....sorry, try as hard as I can, I can't think of a BA hook here, so 
I'll say anyone wishing to know more about this should contact me 
directly, not through the BA List. 

Cheers, 

Lee Smith 

VE4ANC 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: midshires@cix.compulink.co.uk (Andrew Emmerson) 
Subject: Most Secret War 

Message-ID: <memo.601684@cix.compulink.co.uk> 


>I also highly recommend the very thick book "Most Secret War" by R.V. 
Jones 


. and I recommend the harder-to-find follow-up, _Reflections On 
Intelligence_. Some very useful insights in this. 


Andy. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: kizat@dsport.com 

Subject: Re: Most Secret War 

Message-ID: <Pine.GS0O.3.95.970122213457 .21285G -100000@puff> 


On Wed, 22 Jan 1997, Andrew Emmerson wrote: 

> >I also highly recommend the very thick book "Most Secret War" by R.V. 
> Jones 

> _Reflections On Intelligence_. Some very useful insights in this. 


One of my favorites is "THE ENEMY IS LISTENING" by Aileen Clayton 
(Ballantine Books, 1980, ISBN 0-345-30250-80). The story of British 
women in the "Y" service in World War II. 


id 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: Ronnie Hull <larebel@ms1.nwla.com> 

Subject: Multiple Recievers 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.16.19970122070846 .0857732a@ms1.nwla.com> 


Howdy fellow anchorites 

I have several recievers that I would like to make 

some comparisons on. Is there an inexpensive way to 
couple the same antenna to 3 or 4 recievers? Or, is 
there a commercial/military multi-coupler that yall can 


recommend? 


Ronnie - W5SUM 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: Richard Hager <rhager@millcomm.com> 

Subject: Re: Multiple Recievers 

Message-ID: <32E60B02.63FA@millcomm.com> 

Hi Ronnie, 


MiniCircuits in NY has a line of low cost power splitters. Many models 
with diff. number of ports, phase relationships, etc.. 


Two series: 
a) PCB mount small units, cheap, $20 - $80 


b) cased and connectorized units, $50 -$200 


A WAG is that a 3-4 port 50 ohm case & BNC's model might be $75. 


Richard 


Richard Hager 


+ Ah-ha! Design Group, Inc. - 
+ Precision CNC Technology, since 1991 - 


612-641-1797, Fax: 612-641-8681 = 

"I just like to make things" So... - 

...please call Ah-ha! directly for CNC info 7 

http: //www.millcomm.com/~ahha email: ahha@millcomm.com - 


+ + + + 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 

From: John Kolb <jlkolb@cts.com> 

Subject: Re: Multiple Recievers 

Message-ID: <Pine.SC0O.3.91.970122080028 .21538B-100000@sd.cts.com> 


On Wed, 22 Jan 1997, Ronnie Hull wrote: 


> I have several recievers that I would like to make 
> some comparisons on. Is there an inexpensive way to 
> couple the same antenna to 3 or 4 recievers? Or, is 


Hi Ronnie and the group, 


Send me your address, and I'll send you a drawing of how 
to build a hybrid coupler from a couple of ferrite cores 
and resistors - or for $20 + ship, will build one in a box 
for you. 


John KK6IL jlkolb@cts.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: "Allan Fritsche" <fritsche@msn.com> 

Subject: NC-60 SOLD 

Message-ID: <UPMAILO3.199701230054250303@msn. com> 


HI Gang, please don't inquire anymore about my 30,000 Dollar NC-60. 
I sold it to a listmember this morning (Steve Posey). He really was a good 
bargainer, Got me down to 29,000 and I have to hand deliver. 


Sad, Had to tell my wife that now we can only afford a 1994 Lexus for her 
new car. 

Thats the way it goes. 

Al 

fritsche@msn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: "JOSE V.GAVILA (EB5AGV)" <eb5agv@ctv.es> 

Subject: NEED:missing pages of R-390A depot manual 
Message-ID: <199701221029.LAA09996@sandra.ctv.es> 


Hi BA Gang, 


I have got a nice copy of the TM-11-5820-358-35. My only complaint is that 
this copy is missing some very important pages (adjusting and maintenance 
section in part), exactly the following ones: 101 to 116, 137 and 151 to 

184. I wonder if somebody can copy them for me. Of course, all expenses 

would be paid by me. Please, if possible, a copy of the schematics part 

could be also welcomed. My copy is missing parts of the bigger schematics also. 


THANKS! 
Best regards. 


JOSE 


73 JOSE V. GAVILA (EB5AGV / ECS5AAU) 
46910 Benetusser - Valencia 
SPAIN 


QTH locator: IM99TK 


xxx PLEASE, VISIT MY HOME PAGE AT : xxx 
http : //www.geocities.com/SiliconValley/6992 
e-mail: eb5agv@ctv.es & eb5agv@amsat.org 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: ARONGV@aol.com 

Subject: Needed: Info on Sergaent 

Message-ID: <970122125003_471671108@emout12.mail.aol.com> 


Hi Gang: 


this morning I got a call from a ham in Denver asking me if I had any 
information on a Sergeant Model 21 MA, .500 to 30 MHz general coverage 
receiver. He knew it was covered in Moore's book, but specifically, he asked 
about its use, popularity and worth. 


Right now, it's not working, but as this guy put it, it must be Okay because 
"the tubes light up." Well that's a good sign, but it's just good for 
openers. 


So what's the take on this rare(?) receiver? Is it worth working on? He tells 
me it's nice looking and includes an appropriate speaker. Or is this thing 
something like an Edsel? 

Of course, I hear there's an Edsel car club. But then, there's also a Corvair 
car club! 


Looking for input here or at ARONGV@aol.com. You might want to share info 
with others as in the dark on this one as I am. Tnx in advance. 


73's and good hunting 


De Ron/WoOIZ Kansas City (well, not exactly) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: kilgore@dev.tivoli.com (Jeff Kilgore) 
Subject: Re: New 2nd edition Osterman book 
Message-ID: <199701221445 .TAAQ5168@wichita.tivoli.com> 


> 
> Hi Gang, got the book today and it seems to be excellent. I am sure there 
> will be some errors on the variants, like the recent thread SX-101, mk1,mkII, 
> etc. But all in all it looks pretty good to me. 
> 
snip 
> 
> Your Friend Al 
> fritsche@msn.com 
> 


I received my copy yesterday and perused it briefly. As Al said, I am sure 
it will have some errors, but it does look very nice and informative overall. 
It provided more than a few pleasant flashes of nostalgia. 


I must confess to taking a look at the section on my first shortwave 
receiver, a Realistic DX-150A. Yes it was sand-state, but it did get me 
started on the wonderful world of radios. 


73, 
Jeff Kilgore, KC1MK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: Chuck Hallett W7LDS <liahona@execpc.com> 

Subject: No Dow Keys Available From Jerry Scmitt 
Message-ID: <32E604C5.A1@execpc.com> 


Jerry Schmitt kcb5egg@ix.netcom.com has asked me to post this message. 
Unknown to him, Jerry's e-mail address was posted a few days ago by 
another list member who said that Jerry had several new Dow Key Relays 
available for $35. I responded to that information, and Jerry tells me 
that he has been flooded with requests. This has caused him to consider 
whether or not they may be worth more. Normally I wouldn't have a lot 
of sympathy for someone in that state, but he did not request this 
information be posted on the list. It was posted by another list 
member, who I'm sure was just trying to give us all a head's up ona 
source of the relays, just as I would have done. 


Jerry asked me for my opinion on fair market value of these "new" relays 
and I told him he should consider a silent auction with a floor bid of 
$35. I offered to post it for him here (to give us first shot at it) 
and he is considering it. 


Please, no more e-mails to Jerry re: Dow Key Relays. 


Chuck W7LDS 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 

From: John Kolb <jlkolb@cts.com> 

Subject: Re: No Dow Keys Available From Jerry Scmitt 

Message-ID: <Pine.SC0.3.91.970122075118 .21538A-100000@sd.cts.com> 


On Wed, 22 Jan 1997, Chuck Hallett W7LDS wrote: 


another list member who said that Jerry had several new Dow Key Relays 
available for $35. I responded to that information, and Jerry tells me 
that he has been flooded with requests. This has caused him to consider 
whether or not they may be worth more. Normally I wouldn't have a lot 


VV VV 


Two years ago I took a couple of coax relays to the swap meet to sell, 
asking $10 each. While I was off looking around, some ham came by and 
convinced my daughter that $2.00 was a fair price for one of them. 


John 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 

From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom. com> 

Subject: Re: No Dow Keys Available From Jerry Scmitt 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9701220725.A15224-0100000@netcom5.netcom.com> 


OK, so now that he had a bunch of replies, Jerry thinks that they're too 
cheap, and let's try this again for more money. Is that the way this 


works now? 


I didn't participate in this feeding frenzy, and if that's the way Jerry 
and his buddy do business, any further offerings will be met with a 
chuckle and a quick activation of the delete key. 


73 


Paul WA60KQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Jay Coward <jayc@hpcmrd42.sj.hp.com> 

Subject: parts needed 

Message-ID: <9701230025.AA08241@hpcmrd42.sj.hp.com> 


Greetings to the Group, 

I'd like to build an adaptor such as that shown 

in the last issue of A.R.C. that uses a 1LA6 to 
replace the xrarex 1L6. To do a neat job I'd 

like to procure one "loctal" socket and one 7 pin 
plug that fits a standard 7 pin mineature tube socket. 
Thanks,73, Jay 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: Bill Sorsby <bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com> 
Subject: Pricing of Dow-Key Relays 

Message-ID: <199701221446.IAA19953@lesol1.dseg.ti.com> 


My question is: What's a Dow-Key relay worth? 


The $35 price being withdrawn struck me as in the high normal range. Am I 
missing something here? Have these become collector's items like bugs and 
keys? I recall that these used to sell new for $15 to $20. A good relay 
certainly, but there's nothing magical about them. 


BTW, I did not participate in the "feeding frenzy". 


Regards, 
Bill Sorsby, N5BU 


KK AK KK KKK KAI IK IKK KAI IKI KIKI III IKK III IIIA III 
bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com 

Views expressed herein are no one's fault but mine. 
KK II KKK KKK III KIKI III IKK KI IKI KIKI IKI KIKI IAI AIK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: Bill Sorsby <bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com> 
Subject: Re: Pricing of Dow-Key Relays 

Message-ID: <199701221931.NAA27972@lesol1.dseg.ti.com> 


Thanks to all who said that the catalog price of new Dow-Key relays is in 
the $200 range. I see in my Allied catalog they list for $160 to $350+ 
dollars depending upon style, etc. 


I doubt that a "used" Dow-Key relay generally commands such a price, 
however. A basic RF signal generator from Allied also lists in the $200+ 
range new, but the going rate at flea markets for such signal generators is 
more like $10 to $25. New fifteen inch high aluminum rack panels list for 
$50+, yet a local surplus emporium had ‘em for $3 each and took months to 
sell 'em. (In a weak moment I finally bought 'em.) Another example is the 
smaller rack cabinets which list new for hundreds of dollars, yet sell for 
about $25 used around here. 


Interestingly, no one responded with an estimated "fair" used price fora 
Dow-Key relay. From that I conclude they're not collectors items, they 
possess functional value only and that my original impression of their worth 
may not be far off the mark. 


Regards, 
Bill Sorsby, N5BU 


KK II KK KKK KIKI IK IKK KAI IK III KIKI KIKI III II III IKI IK 
bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com 

Views expressed herein are no one's fault but mine. 
KAKI IKK IKK KIKI KIKI KAI IKI KIKI IKI KIKI IK IIIA IKI IK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Bill Sorsby <bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com> 
Subject: Re: PTO Aging (was Re: Digital PTO) 
Message-ID: <199701222125.PAA13952@lesol1.dseg.ti.com> 


Hi Lenox, 


Lon alluded to permability of the core material itself changing over time. 
I'd be willing to bet a combination of things are at fault but, whatever the 


exact mechanism, it's likely the result of moisture penetration. 


A year ago, someone on the list talked about baking an R390/A PTO in an oven 
for a day or so and finding that the end-point spread significantly reversed 
itself. Since reading that post, I've been interested in baking my R390A 
PTO to see what difference it might make. The PTO currently is off by over 
8 kHz from one end to the other of its range and since it's currently out of 
the receiver, I may just go ahead and bake it in the next few days to see 
how much improvement that makes. The other option is, of course, to remove 
a turn or two of wire off the end coil although I'm reluctant to do that. 
(BTW, it's a COSMOS PTO.) 


Regards, 
Bill Sorsby, N5BU 


At 01:42 PM 1/22/97 -0600, Lenox Carruth wrote: 
> 
>This is just a query from a mechanical engineer, but what is inside of a 


KAKI KKK IKK KIKI KIKI III IKK IKI IKI KIKI III IIIA III 
bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com 

Views expressed herein are no one's fault but mine. 
KK II KK IKK KAI IKI KKK III KIKI III IKK III III IKK KIRA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: KA9EGW@aol.com 

Subject: Re: PTO Aging (was Re: Digital PTO) 

Message-ID: <970122170341_-2046701010@emout04.mail.aol.com> 


Some years ago, Electric Radio had a 4- or 5-part series on the '390 family 
of receivers of which one issue's worth was dedicated almost exclusively to 
the PTO and they talked at length about the need for baking it etc. Also 
included was the adjustment procedure for the internal compensating washer 
stack if needed to get the linearity back to perfect. From what I read, the 
procedure is very tedious, but once every 30 years or so ain't bad. 

Just a suggestion--read the article before attempting PTO surgery. I think 
they spoke of baking 2-3 days at 150 degrees Fahrenheit. 

73 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: "Bob Ragain, 303-470-2534, RAGAIN@SEDALIA.OMNES.SLB.COM" 
<RAGAIN@hubvx6.sedalia.wireline.slb.com> 


Subject: R-392 voltage comments 
Message-ID: <970122160118.2509184f@hubvx6.sedalia.wireline.slb.com> 


Fellow BA'ers, 


A recent post by Cal, N6KYR, asked for comments on using 28VDC for R-392 
receivers and whether higher B+ voltage was recommended. Thought I throw 
in my $.02 comments. 


I've used R-392's for some time and have run them on voltages ranging from 
barely 24 vdce up past 30 volts dc on both filaments and B+. Never had a 
failure on the high voltages, and performance wasn't too bad on the low 
voltages either. Obviously performance does drop off as voltage goes down 
and, IMHO, about 26 vdce is a good compromise for B+ and Fils. 


Running slightly over 30 volts filament on a 26 volt tube is certainly not a 
good idea, however, these radios were made to run in vehicles that have 24 
volt batteries and alternators/generators which put out enough extra volts 
to recharge those 24 volt batteries. I know, I use an R-392 in my M-38 
Military Jeep which typically runs about 30 volts on the system. 


Concerning the increased sensitivity supposedly obtained from running 28-30 

or more volts DC on the plates (while keeping fil volts down about 24 volts), 
it may not be worth the effort because the extra gain is not "usable". Here's 
why: 


The three R-392's I have all produce very noticable distortion when the RF gain 
is turned up high. ‘Scoping the stages shows the distortion is coming from 

the IF strip (6 tubes) when the IF signal driving the strip gets too high. 
Turning the B+ up higher does get more gain out of the front end of the radio 
but the RF gain then has to be cranked down to reduce distortion, so there is 
no real benefit. 


The best operating technique for an R-392 seem to be to run fairly high audio 
gain to get a reasonable listening level but keep the RF gain cranked back. 
SSB reception is also improved by doing this. Using higher B+ just doesn't 
help except for possibly adding a little audio output. 


A second reason to keep the front end gain low is to reduce intermod from local 
AM stations. An earlier thread covered this R-392 trait quite well. In the 
Denver area I've been able to recognize up to 8th order intermod from loud AM 
BC stations, one of which is only a few blocks away. 


Good luck with your R-392, whatever you feed it. 


Bob 


Bob Ragain WB4ETT Littleton, CO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 

From: "Anderson, Craig - Ext. 1365" <CAnderso@smtp.stp.tec.mn.us> 
Subject: R390A Parts F.S. 

Message-ID: <32E6D9D9@smtp.stp.tec.mn.us> 


Have the following parts available from '63 vintage R390A 


Meter set - Line and S-Meter (matched set) 
Zero adjust dial mechanism 
(2) PTO's COSMOS 
Motorola (made by Collins) 
Rack Handles, panel bearings 


Make me an offer on the lot. 


Craig, KOAZB 
canderso@smtp.stp.tec.mn.us 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 

From: Karl-Arne =?ISO-8859-1?0?Markstr=F6m_08?= 6017171 

Subject: Re: Re: radiation from receivers 

Message-ID: <D11IRE21G6Sx*/R=A1/R=MRGST /U=KAM/@MHS.stoa.mobitel.telia.se> 


Hue Miller wrote: 


a 


awe need someone from the U.K. to comment. was this method 
®used to insure that people did not have a television for which 
athey were not paying license fees? hue miller 


Maybe similar systems used in Sweden can be of interest, 

here the TV licence fee collectors have used two related techiques 

to track down TV sets. The first was devised at the introduction of 
colour TV in 1969 and exploited the radiation of the PAL colour subcarrier 
at 4,43 MHz which was quite strong in early implementations. 


The other was a simple DF of the local oscillator in the tuner, similar to 


the technique used in the UK. 


It also appears that the levels of LO radiation was very dependent on the make of 
TV set, and that TV equipment made in Japan and certified for sale on the 

German market with its stringent EMC requirements had the lowest LO radiation. 

( In the late 70's I was briefly involved in making an improvised survey of the 
worst and 

best TV set in the "ECM" aspect using the university EMC test facilities) 


A lot of debate has been around in Swedish legal circles about the evidence value 
of TV 
DF, and to my knowledge no licence non-payer has been fined on DF result evidence 
alone. 


The subject of possible uses of RX LO radiation is quite interesting, and I 
recall an article 

by G3VA in his "Technical Topics" column in the 80's where he outlined what 
"in-house" jokes that could be effected by keying the LO in an HRO receiver 

that was connected to the antenna signal distribution system of a WW2 radio 
surveillance center. Among the "pranks" that were possible was the creation 

of "ghost" enemy radio traffic that could lead an inexperienced radio interceptor 
completely astray. 


73] 


Karl-Arne Markstrom 
SMOAOM 


kam@stoa.mobitel.telia.se 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 

From: WAOHQQ <tirevold@atl.mindspring.com> 

Subject: Re: RX Radiation 

Message-ID: <3.0.32.19970123005152.006afdcc@pop.atl.mindspring.com> 


At 22:24 97/01/21 -0600, you wrote: 

>Hello to all: 

>Just to add to the lore of this thread, I recommend reading "Spy 
>Catcher" unfortunately, the authours name escapes me at the moment and 
>the book is still my un-opened boxes from moving to this QTH after a 
>mere 4 years. 


The book "Spy Catcher" is by Peter Wright, former assistant director of MI5. 
It was published by Viking Press in 1987. The ISBN is 0-670-82055-5. 


The 'Rafter' program is described on page 93-97. 


A related book is "The SIGINT Secrets" by Nigel West, published by William 
Morrow/Quill in 190. Its ISBN is 0-688-09515-1. 
Good book! 


Al, WAQHQQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: Kevin McDonald <kevin.mcdonald@tivoli.com> 
Subject: Re: S-76 How about the SX100? 

Message-ID: <32E649C0.2ED6@tivoli.com> 


Sandy W5TVW wrote: 


> I think one of the best Hallicrafters receivers I have ever used, for 
> what was in it, was the S-76. 


Gee I would have to agree. I saw one at Belton with matching speaker for 
$100. I took it home and plugged it in - my reaction was this thing is 
‘hot' and 'selective'. I picked up the Dachis book and soon found out 

it was the first of the 50 kHz dual conversion rigs. 


After cruising the bands for a few nights I had a few ‘'wants': 


Better tuning: The tuning is rod and cord straight out of the S-38 and 
is marginal at best (no - actually it is really poor) 


Antenna trimmer: Always useful! 

Xtal calibrator: Calibrating the bandspread is best done with a BC-221 
Mechanical stability: Don't open the cover while tuned into a station! 
Gee, I just described an SX-100! 

And to think I passed up a nice recapped SX-100 at the Austin hamfest 

for $100 (Ack!) 

Does anybody want to comment on the SX-100? 

Are they as nice as I think they might be? 


Should I jump on the next one I see (at a reasonable price...) 


Thanx and 73. 
Kevin N50JF 


P.S. This S-76 has the most bodacious S-meter around! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: "Grant Youngman" <nq5t@gte.net> 

Subject: Re: S-76 How about the SX100? 

Message-ID: <199701221735.LAA27446@smtp.gte.net> 


Gee, I just described an SX-100! 
And to think I passed up a nice recapped SX-100 at the Austin hamfest 
for $100 (Ack!) 


VV VV WV 


Does anybody want to comment on the SX-100? 
Just make sure the operating table is SOLID :-) 


I used one of these back in the 60's (with a Globe Champion 350), and 
was very partial to it. Hardly perfect, no product detector, but it 
has the same 50 kcps IF strip as the bigger brethren and I recall it 
working well enough on sideband. Plus, I always thought it to be a 
right purty radio ... 


I've never been fortunate enough to find a really nice one (before 
someone else got to it) .. they always seem to be missing either the 
BFO or T-notch filter knob, or one of those slugs is fractured, etc. 


Grant/NQ5T 

Grant Youngman -- NQ5T 

nq5t@gte.net 

HTTP: //home1. gte.net/nq5t/index.htm 
Double Oak, TX (near Dallas) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: tomrice@netcom.com (Tom R. Rice) 

Subject: Re: Special BA-List ident (audio) 

Message-ID: <199701221616.1IAA17535@netcom20.netcom. com> 


Last year at the Richmond fest, we tried wearing "BA" name tags that 
had the "boatanchor radio relay league" symbol. The problem is 

that everyone's eyes were always down, scanning on and under the 
tables for that elusive goodie. 


VV VV WV 


I think we could use li'l pocket oscillators that send 
CQ BA in the audio band (ca. 1000 cps) clipped to our 
belts. 


73 de WB6BYH 


"Start off every day with a smile and get it over with." --W.C.Fields 
Tom R. Rice 

tomrice@netcom.com 

CIS: 71160,1122 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: midshires@cix.compulink.co.uk (Andrew Emmerson) 
Subject: Spy Catcher 

Message-ID: <memo.601681@cix.compulink.co.uk> 


> "Spy Catcher" unfortunately, the author's name escapes me at the moment. 
Peter Wright, actually the late Peter Wright. 


This part of the book is certainly authentic; a friend of mine with 
connections with one of these Government establishments confirmed it. 
Later parts of the book, concerned with political intrigue rely rather 
more on speculation. 


It is worth noting that the book was ghost-written for Wright by a man 
called Greengross, and this is presumably why some of the technical 
descriptions are a bit woolly or off-key. But the lengths to which Her 
Majesty's Government went to try and prevent publication of this book 
indicate that a lot of it must be close to the truth! 


73, Andy G8PTH. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Larry Godek <AZCOT@gnn.com> 

Subject: test sets. 

Message-ID: <199701230153 .UAA05665@mail-e2b.gnn.com> 


I'll check out the General Radio 1650-a units this weekend and let 
you know what the cost is gonna be. If its to unreasonable, I'll 
forget about it. I know about the money thing. 


Scope carts are H-P and Tek as well. I don't know how long they 
beens etting ont in the wx but you wouldn't be getting a "great" 
piece of metal. I'd say unless your in the Phoenix area and are 
willing to go and pick out your own, forget it. I'd have to do all 
the buying, picking up, packaging, shipping etc and by that time it 


would be to expensive for you. 


Larry Godek WOOGH 
AZCOT@gnn.com 


Gilbert, AZ. 85233 


Ex-W6KQL, W8BPV, DL5LS, KOTAO, KN6TUP 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Rich Arland <qrprich@postoffice.worldnet.att.net> 
Subject: The TCS-14 is Mine...ALL MINE! 

Message-ID: <19970123022547 . AAB8183@LOCALNAME> 


You gotta love a BA that outweighs ME! I took possession of a TCS-14 radio 
set tonight. Along with the transmitter and receiver units came the dual 
cabinets (mounted one above the other) on a set of shock mounts AND the CML 
47205 Antenna Loading Coil! The PSU is homebuilt (courtesy of K3FUT) and out 
weighs the entire radio set! Both units are built under the "Brooklyn 
Contract" by Air King Products Co., Inc. 


The receiver's tag reads: CKP-46159-A, S/N: 995 
The transmitter's tag reads: CKP-52245-A. S/N: 995 


The dual cases are positioned one above the other and bolted together with 
the Antenna Loading Coil positioned on the top left of the stack, directly 
above the output for the transmitter. 


Overall condition is about an 8.5 on a 10 point scale. There is a LOT of 
dust and dirt that needs to be removed, but the condition of the front 
panels and paint is very good. Interiors of both units show nothing nasty. 
Again, dust and grime that needs some removal. Even the clear plastic covers 
for the tune up charts are not yellow or discolored. In all, these two units 
are in pretty decent shape. 


Since both these units share the same serial number I am assuming that they 
left the factory together and stay paired up for the duration. 


I can have the print shop where I work reproduce the tune up charts for both 
the TX and RX. There is a Harley shop just up the street (right next to a 
Biker Bar that serves Jack Daniels on tap!) where I can get the black rinkle 
paint for cabinet touch up. 


Now, if I can find a PT boat to mount these twins in, I'll be set for the 


opening day of Trout season! 


I 


hope to have this pair operational in a month or so. Anyone got a source 


of 1625 tubes? 


God, I LOVE this hobby! 


73 rich K7SZ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Morton Jones <mortjonz@pacbell.net> 

Subject: Re: The TCS-14 is Mine...ALL MINE! 

Message-ID: <32E6D85E.30A2@pacbell.net> 


Rich Arland wrote: 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV WV 


You gotta love a BA that outweighs ME! I took possession of a TCS-14 radio 
set tonight. Along with the transmitter and receiver units came the dual 
cabinets (mounted one above the other) on a set of shock mounts AND the CML 
47205 Antenna Loading Coil! The PSU is homebuilt (courtesy of K3FUT) and out 
weighs the entire radio set! Both units are built under the "Brooklyn 
Contract" by Air King Products Co., Inc. 


The receiver's tag reads: CKP-46159-A, S/N: 995 
The transmitter's tag reads: CKP-52245-A. S/N: 995 


The dual cases are positioned one above the other and bolted together with 
the Antenna Loading Coil positioned on the top left of the stack, directly 
above the output for the transmitter. 


Overall condition is about an 8.5 on a 10 point scale. There is a LOT of 
dust and dirt that needs to be removed, but the condition of the front 
panels and paint is very good. Interiors of both units show nothing nasty. 
Again, dust and grime that needs some removal. Even the clear plastic covers 
for the tune up charts are not yellow or discolored. In all, these two units 
are in pretty decent shape. 


Since both these units share the same serial number I am assuming that they 
left the factory together and stay paired up for the duration. 


I can have the print shop where I work reproduce the tune up charts for both 
the TX and RX. There is a Harley shop just up the street (right next toa 
Biker Bar that serves Jack Daniels on tap!) where I can get the black rinkle 
paint for cabinet touch up. 


Now, if I can find a PT boat to mount these twins in, I'll be set for the 
opening day of Trout season! 


I hope to have this pair operational in a month or so. Anyone got a source 
of 1625 tubes? 


God, I LOVE this hobby! 


VV VV VV VV VV 


73 rich K7SZ 

Nice fined Rich I too like the TCS's I have awhole Fleet of them I have 
one Transmitter that has a serial # 25 made by Collins, but my latest 
find was this last july at Fort Tuthill in Flagstaff I picked up a like 
new set made by Airking with matching serial # 857 compleat with cables 
book this set looks like it was never turned on the cables were in the 
box they came in from the factory I too just love this hobbie Mort W6KLG 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 

Subject: There is a Digital PTO, AOR 

Message-ID: <562264@w5ddl.aara.org> 


STOP before anyone thinks I am advocating this . . .BUT . 


There already is a digital PTO made by AOR (a Japanese company of 
nice SWL and scanner equipment) but it costs about $700. 


It is advertised in the Collins Journal. 


73 de tom 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: midshires@cix.compulink.co.uk (Andrew Emmerson) 
Subject: TV Detector Vans 

Message-ID: <memo.601687@cix.compulink.co.uk> 


> I recall a magazine, probably Popular Mechanics, years ago showing a 
picture of a British van with VHF RDF cruising neighbourhoods searching 
for TV's in order to levy a TV tax on the owners. 


We call it the television receiving licence (about 130 dollars a year to 
watch TV) and yes we still have those vans. The only difference is that 
they detect UHF instead of VHF now (all TV broadcasting in the UK is on 
UHF) and they stake out specific homesteads listed by the National TV 
Licensing Computer as not having a TV licence. 


Local newspapers publicise a month in advance when the detector vans are 


coming to a district (and the sale of TV licences rockets). Rumour has it 
that some of the vans labelled 'TV Detector Van' don't carry real 
equipment but they still have a real effect in promoting licence sales! 


73, Andy G8PTH. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Mike Toneri <toneri@ils.net> 

Subject: Re: Viking Valiant problem 

Message-ID: <199701230321.WAA20700@server1.ils.net> 


Hi Paul. I just thought I would keep you posted on my continuing Valiant 
problems of no grid drive on 80 metres. I again checked all the voltages and 
all were OK as were all the resistors in the buffer/oscillator and driver 
stages. Because the problem appears to be frequency sensitive in that it 
only occurs on 80 metres I may start replacing some of the mica capacitors 
in those circuits. I am going to get some fancy switch contact cleaner and 
make sure that the bandswitch contacts are really clean. 


I did notice that the grid drive on 20 metres was also lower than it should 
be, lower than on my Valiant I for the same drive level setting. The one 
thing that really does bugs me is that I get full grid drive on 80 with the 
OSC switch in the ZERO position. 

If I can't get it working properly by the end of next week I will put it 
back in the cabinet and put it back on the air on 160 and continue to use 
the Viking 500 on 80 metres. 


73...Mike VE3FGU 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Mike & Lynda Toneri E-mail: toneri@ils.net 
KK IKK KK KKK III KIKI III KIKI III KIKI IIIA IIIA III IAI IK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: J P Taillebois <jpti@idirect.com> 

Subject: Viking Valliant 

Message-ID: <199701221556.KAA18702@nemesis.idirect.com> 
Hi gang, 


Need to know what to look for in buying the above mentionned BA. 


What would be a reasonable price? 


73 

Jean Paul Taillebois 996 Greenlane court, Oshawa, Ontario,Canada M1K-2C6 
e.mail jpti@idirect.com 

packet: ve3jpt@va3vw 

voice: 905-723-1811 

fax/data:905 723-9156 

Collector: Hallicrafters,Central-Electronic,Gonset, Military BA, antique 
radio memorabilia. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: "Don Buska" <d.buska@aaiate.com> 

Subject: RE: Viking Valliant 

Message-ID: <97Jan22.135342cst.15413-2@gateway.aaiate.com> 


>Hi gang, 

> 

>Need to know what to look for in buying the above mentionned BA. 

> 

>What would be a reasonable price? 

> 

>73 

>Jean Paul Taillebois 996 Greenlane court, Oshawa, Ontario,Canada M1K-2C6 
>e.mail jpti@idirect.com 

>packet: ve3jpt@va3vw 


Jean, 


My suggestion on the Valiant is that it is best if you could actually 
operate it before buying. The Valiant, like it little brother the Ranger, 
are fine transmitters. A couple of concerns though. They are famous for 
burnt current limiter resistors in the VFO cage which is a real bear to 
open. Second, make sure the modulation and audio driver transformers are 
good. Ask about modification. Not that modifications are bad, but could 
be a flag for how much it has been dug into and if holes were drilled. 


In addition, Johnson had the Valiants meet CD (Civil Defense) compliant. 
Thus, many of these radio were factory built and might still have the CD 
sticker on the front panel. One of my Valiant's was a CD model. These 

were available as kits also, so ask about that when buying. 


I have a valiant that I added modifications to the audio section. Not only 
to improve the audio quality, but also to save future possible damage to 
the aforementioned transformers. All the modfications I performed are 
reversable if so desired, but which I would never recommend. 


There ain't no such thing as a reasonable price. They seem to change daily 
lately, but if someone is interested in selling one, in a resonable time 
frame, I'd say $250 to $350 in good working and physical condition. I have 
two Valiant that I got last year, both for $200. One is a parts unit and 
the other became my main AM transmitter. After the initial modifications I 
put in it has operated flawlessly. Physically it is a 8 ona scale of 10 
after cleanup and waxing. If I were to pay over $300 for one I'd want it 
to be at least a 9 and fully operational. These radios are really not that 
rare. I'm not sure how many were made, but they were sold over a long 
period of years. My guess is there still alot of them out there, 
somewhere! 


73 


Don N900 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKE 


** ** 
Kk Don Buska N900 (EN62bo) Principal Engineer Kk 
** d.buska@aaiate.com Advantest America Inc. ** 
** 4508 64th Ave Buffalo Grove, IL ** 
Kk Kenosha, Wisconsin 53144 (847) 821-3393 Kk 
Kk (414) 654-0072 fax (847)634-2872 kk 
** ** 
kk ARRL-LM AWA AMI CCA QCWA CSVHFS NTMS Kk 
** ** 
** Wants: Transmitters by Thordarson, Stancor, UTC and ** 
xk other transformer companies. *k 
** Receiver: National NC-101XA w/speaker ** 
Kk Magazines: 73 Mag's from 1960/61/62 Kk 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Mike Toneri <toneri@ils.net> 

Subject: Re: Viking Valliant 

Message-ID: <199701230004.TAA17520@server1.ils.net> 


At 09:58 AM 1/22/97 -Q600, J P Taillebois wrote: 

>Hi gang, 

> 

>Need to know what to look for in buying the above mentionned BA. 
> 

>What would be a reasonable price? 

> 


>73 

>Jean Paul Taillebois 996 Greenlane court, Oshawa, Ontario,Canada M1K-2C6 
>e.mail jpti@idirect.com 

>packet: ve3jpt@va3vw 

>voice: 905-723-1811 

>fax/data:905 723-9156 

>Collector: Hallicrafters,Central-Electronic,Gonset, Military BA, antique 
>radio memorabilia. 


I hate to sy it JP but a good, working Valiant could set you back $350 - 
$450 US dollars these days. 
73...Mike VE3FGU 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Mike & Lynda Toneri E-mail: toneri@ils.net 
KK KI KKK KKK III KI KK III IKI KIKI IKI KIKI III IK IKI IK IRI 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: "Don Buska" <d.buska@AAIATE.COM> 

Subject: Want NavPers 93400-3 Book 

Message-ID: <97Jan22.082548cst.15389-1@gateway.aaiate.com> 


A few years back I picked up a nice little book, for a buck, at a swapfest 
called Receiver Circuit Applications. It was published by Coles Publishing 
of Toronto Canada. This is an excellent book on receiver theory and 
circuitry covering both tube and transistor technologies. It is a reprint 
of a military NavPers book. 


Now I'd like to get a companion book on the transmitters. It is NavPers 
number 93400-3. I'm wondering if someone might have one for sale in either 
the military version or a Coles reprint. 


73 


Don N900 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKKKKK 


** ** 
Kk Don Buska N900 (EN62bo) Principal Engineer Kk 
** d.buska@aaiate.com Advantest America Inc. Kk 
** Kenosha, Wisconsin Buffalo Grove, IL ** 
** (414) 654-0072 (847) 821-3393 ** 
Kk fax (847)634-2872 Kk 


kk kk 


** ARRL-LM AWA AMI CCA QCWA CSVHFS NTMS *k 


** ** 
xk Wants: Transmitters by Thordarson, Stancor, UTC and xk 
xk other transformer companies. xk 
** Receiver: National NC-101XA w/speaker ak 
Kk Magazines: 73 Mag's from 1960/61/62 Kk 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: Sandy W5TVW <ebjr@worldnet.att.net> 

Subject: Re: what is it??? 

Message-ID: <19970122050648 . AAA17200@LOCALNAME> 


At 04:40 AM 1/22/97 +0000, you wrote: 
>Greetings. I have something I picked up with some Air Force Mars 
>goodies about 25 years ago, and I have no idea what it goes into. 
>I assume it is a vfo/pto. Here are the markings: 
> 
>Motorola part # 301D4263 
>(checked Feb. 18, 1958) 
>2.455 to 3.455 Mhz range 
>about 7 x 3 1/2 inches 
>appears to mount on a deck or plate 
>V701 is a 5749/6BA6W 
>other markings include - Z702, P717 (rf connector pigtail), J709 
>(a 9 pin connector on the back of the cylinder). 
> 
Sounds like a PTO for an R-390 to me! (Good trading material!) 
73, 
E. V. Sandy Blaize, W5TVW 
"Boat Anchors collected, restored, repaired, traded and used!" 
417 Ridgewood Drive, 
Metairie, LA., 70001 
ebjr@worldnet.att.net 
*xxLooking for: Hallicrafters SR-75, 860 tubesxx 
xxButternut HV2V antenna, G-R test gear.................-2-- KKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 10:25:01 1997 
From: Thomas Bowes <bowes@klondyke.net> 

Subject: Whatsa PE-120-B 

Message-ID: <32E58D44.12B7@klondyke.net> 


I've got a box here that looks to be a power supply of some sort. It has 


the military gesignation of PE-120-B. It also has a cannon connector on 
it and a cord. Any ideas on what this was used for and how to hook it 
up? 


"Tom" 


Thomas Bowes 

KK8M 

35332 Churchill 

Richmond, Michigan 48062-1179 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: Eugene Rippen <soundval@foothill.net> 

Subject: WRL Globe Trotter 

Message-ID: <32E6DC17.1B4A@foothill.net> 


Today I just briefly fired up my recent acquisition a WRL Globe Trotter. 
It appears to work. Has all the coils. Appearance is a 9 ona 10 scale. 
Just fired it up on 80M into a dummy load. 


Has an 807 output. Only 12 watts,today. I know it should be more. 
However, should I really expect 40W CW and 25W AM? 
I would like to know what to shoot for. 


Gene 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: radionostalgia@serv2.fwi.com (Jack C. Shutt) 
Subject: WTB Johnson Matchbox 

Message-ID: <199701222229 .RAA29909@serv2.fwi.com> 


Hello anchorites: 


I am interested in a Johnson KW matchbox or possibly the 275 W 
model. I would also like to purchase a manual copy. Anyone 
have one available? 


73, Jack, N9GT 

KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKKKKKK KK KK IKARIA KAKA AKA AKA KKK 
KKKKKKKKKKK KKK KKK KAKA KEKE KRKE KAKA A 

Jack C. Shutt, N9GT 

radionostalgia@mail.fwi.com 


(219) 493-3901 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 

From: "Anderson, Craig - Ext. 1365" <CAnderso@smtp.stp.tec.mn.us> 
Subject: WTB: 51S-1 Escutcheon 

Message-ID: <32E6DACC@smtp.stp.tec.mn.us> 


Need dial escutcheon from a 51S-1 parts unit. Need not be 
perfect. 


Craig, KOAZB 


canderso@smtp.stp.tec.mn.us 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 
From: ARONGV@aol.com 

Subject: WTB: Oddball Stuff 

Message-ID: <970122131857_39606153@emout10.mail.aol.com> 


Hi Gang: 


I know this is a bit of a stretch, but I'm looking to buy a Knight P-2 
SWR/power Meter. Don't care about cosmetics. Just needs to work. 


Also looking for the V-10 low profile WRL vfo that matches the Globe Scout 
Deluxe. This, I hope will be 8-9 and working. 


Finally, for a bench project, a "I don't care what it looks like" Johnson 275 
watt Matchbox with meter and sensor. 


If you can help me locate any of these items, see me at ARONGV@aol.com 


Tnx, 73s & Good Hunting 
De Ron/WoOIZ Kansas City (Well, not exactly) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: merrigan@ee.ualberta.ca 

Subject: WTB: R9OQA PTO's (not working) 

Message-ID: <199701230248 .UAA16886@uro.theporch. com> 


Yep, you read correctly. 


Does anyone have any R390A PTO's (dead, incomplete, whatever) that they 
don't want?? 


Thanks. 


Shaun 


merrigan@nyquist.ee.ualberta.ca 
Electrical Engineering Student 
University of Alberta 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 


"Do you guys know what a switch is ?" 


-EE professor (Introductory Microprocessors) after 
observing dumbfounded looks 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: wpul1130 <wpul1130@concentric.net> 

Subject: Wthat-Is-It 

Message-ID: <32E6BC2B.559A@concentric.net> 


Greetings Anchorites: I found the following, that I stored in a friends 
garage some a8 years ago and just thought about it today: 


"Antenna Tuning Unit BC-306-A" Mfg: General Electric Company. 
Who does it belong with? and Is it worth $2,000.00 or more? 


Thanks any help will be appreciated. 
73's 
Lloyd 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 14:36:00 1997 

From: Nathalie Guibert <nguibert@mail.accent.net> 

Subject: WW11 PT Boats & Subs 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.16.19970122144603 .080ffe94@mail.accent.net> 


Brethrens And Others 


Detection and identifying German beams for bombers was 


with a Halli. S27, theres a picture of it in I 
Alfred Price "Instruments of Darkness". In the 
they mention sending an officer to requisition 
London (without autority) so they could listen 
One of them was converted with a dynamoter and 


beleive 
related 
all S27 
for the 
used in 


done 


chapter 
in 
beams. 
an old 


Avro Anson. Others where hauled up in the Chain Home Radar Towers 
(over 300 fts) before they discovered that the nearly had the same 


results at ground level. 
Andre Guibert. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Wed Jan 22 21:42:58 1997 
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: Re: WW11 PT Boats & Subs 

Message-ID: <78420.ddillman@igc.apc.org> 


On Wed, 22 Jan 1997 13:53:01 -0600 (CST), 
Nathalie Guibert <nguibert@mail.accent.net> wrote: 


Detection and identifying German beams for bombers was done 
with a Halli. S27, theres a picture of it in I beleive 

Alfred Price "Instruments of Darkness". In the related chapter 
they mention sending an officer to requisition all S27 in 
London (without autority) so they could listen for the beams. 
One of them was converted with a dynamoter and used in an old 
Avro Anson. 


VV VV VV MV 


Yep, and there's a segment in the excellent BBC series "The Secret 
War" where the narrator, sitting in an Anson, flips the switch on the 
S-27. We get to see the dial light up and hear the dynamotor come up 
to speed. Great stuff. It's that segment that caused me to purchase 
my S-27. 


Dick Dillman 
WPE2VT W6AWO 
<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


